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Background

Wellington City Council (WC@anagethe Halfway House &lensideas an historieeserve
WCC are currently undertaking conservation and restoration wioekhanise and its grounds,
to give it a function and ensure its viability and future.

WCC have developed a planting plan for the grounds of the house to complement the
conservation work. As this work had the potential to impacigoound an archaeologl

authority tamodifyor destroy archaeological features was sought and gained form Heritage New
Zealand.

Theauthorityis2015/719. Condition 7 of this authority requires the completion of a report on
the work undertaken and information gaineslyémort fulfils that condition.

The full history of Halfway House is set out

WCCprepared landscape plan for the grounds in 2014, but was aware that there may be
unknown and unidentified archaeolodeatlres in the grounds, ahds gained the
archaeological authority from Heritage New Zealand.

Given the nature of the historic occupation, it was considered unlikely that sigrsftaant in
archaeological evidence would be found across the entire property but rdibergihateas of

historic activity such as rubbish disposal, outbuildings and other ancillary structures, and possibly
gardens and an orchard may be evidenced in the archaeological record.

The objective of the proposed archaeological investigationall@gate unnecessary future
damage to significantsitu archaeological deposits by identifying them in advance for
conservationThe draft landscape plan (Figure 1) was to remain flexible enough to incorporate
archaeological features to be conseintetpreted or even recreated where appropriate.
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Figure 1. Proposed Landscape Plan

The archaeologist developed a methodology for investigation to examine the possibility of in

ground archaeological features in the grounds bbtise.

Such features could include:

1 Functional features associated with the house such as rubbish pits, pipework or outbuilding

foundations

1 Individual artefacts or objects dropped by accident and subsequently buried
1 Functional landscape features sugitc®en gardens or orchards
1 Decorative landscape features such as garden beds or paths

The purpose of the work is to:

9 ldentify o0emptyo

areas;

t hat

S

ar eas

may be released to the volunteers and oaityrior planting projects, with no fear of
disturbing archaeological features or fabric

1 Locate and identify extantground features

1 Inform the proposed landscape plan, for areas that may need to be avoided, or
archaeological features that could bepocated into the plan
1 To identify previous landscaping features that could be incorporated into the current design

Wi

The work was undertaken on 24 & 25 March 2015. The archaeologist was accompanied by
Amber Bill and Vanessa Tanner, Wi@&tt Robertson, PaRanger; and Tony Stoddasl 20

tonne diggeand operatowas supplied by Dirdunlop.
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Methodology

Under the archaeologistds direction, the
to reveal the substrate, to check for the preséfeaturesn the ground surface. Deeper

trenches were also dug to understand the stratigraphic history and relationships of the site.

Revealed sections were drawn by hand. Artefacts were picked up and bagged by area.

Trenches and results

Detailsof the stratigraphy of each trenchiackided in appendix 1 to this report.

A total of 13 areaw featuresvere scraped and/or trenchdghcations are shovim Figure2.

Figure 2: Location of test areas
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None of the trenches in the grassed area to the west of the houseinesiaaldtlral
features.

Trenches 1 and 2, located west of the house, contained fill over fine silty alluvial clay. The fill
was deeper upslope (trench 2) than downslope, and is interprepeditadfill, possiblyrom

thecreation of thélat area for the adjacegardeningentre carpark, whichas alower

elevatiorthan the house ground$he silty alluvial clay is interpreted as material deposited by

the adjacent stream. Sparse unprovenanced artefacts were found in the fill layer of trench 2 (one
piece of roof slate amae piece of plain white glazed ceramic).

Trenches 3 and 4 were also west of the house, but closer to it than trencheSrercid 2.

showed the original fall of slope. Trench 4 appeared to show recent material that had been
deposited over an earliepsoil, seen by the presence of an older style of black beer bottle in the
layer below the probable buried topsoil.

Trench 5 revealed particularly interesting information about the construction of the platform on
which the house sit#t appears thahe house is located on an already existing natural platform

at the base of the spur behind and to the north of the house, which was modified and enlarged.
This platform was flattened and extended by cutting off the end of the spur to extend the
availabléand to the north, plus also levelling out the top of the natural platform and spreading
the material either side to widen the area of the now flattened platform.




Figure 3: Trench 5, showing buried topsoil beneath fill




Figure 4: Detail of trench 5
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Trench 7 was deliberately placed in line with and slightly offsétdroentre line of the front
door, to test for the presence of former steps or an approach to the door. None was revealed.

Trench 8 was placed by ti@th-east corner of the house, to test for the presence of rubbish
pits, structures or any otleallural featurgin close proximity to the house.

Area Yevealedne of the mosnteresting aspects of the work. A dark friable organic soil was
revealeautsidethekitchen door to the east of the house. This area, waasure@.8m x at

least 6m, and 35cm deep, is interpreted &#dhengarden for the house. Its colour and

texture is imarkedcontrast to the clay soils found elsewhere on the projpéstgeasonable

to assume the kitchen garden was outside the ldmbrefor easy access. There wery
artefactspread sporadically through this organic layer, which would appear to represent random
pieces of inorganic rubbish that became mixed with organic compost being thrown onto the
garden.The southerand westa extent of this probable garden has not betablished due

to excavation limitations created by vegetative cover

Figure 6: Area 9, probable kitchen garden




Figure 8: Area 9, showing colour contrast between dark gardening soil and adjacent clay soil

A possiblen situubbish deposit was located in the lawn to the south east of the house. Feature
10 was scraped to investigate a depression in the ground surface. A moderately discrete area of
artefacts was regled beneath the grasghin an amorphous roughly roundaaabout 2m
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diameter and of darker colour than the surroundingsibing was unsuccessful in confirming
the depth of this featuréhe feature wamt excavateduring this work; as ascertaining its
presence rather than contents were within theigbgeof this current phase of work.

Area 11, located on the lawn seedlt of the house revealed anathsitunorganic rubbish

disposal aredl he feature was a shallow fire scadh,charcoaand burnt wood at its base. It
measured 1m x 1.2rmorganic material had been placed on top of the fire while it was at least
still smouldering as some of the glass and ceramics is darkened and smoke stained. This area
was hand excavated.

Artefacts

Artefacts were recovered by hand from most arepsdearrad/or trenched. Fewer artefacts
were recovered from trenches to the west of the house than from those on the east.

Two discrete artefacts deposit were revealed: feature 10 and a discrete feature within area 11. All
other artefacts wesporadica}l spread throughe fill layer of each area investigatedeog in

the top layer beneath the giassreas without fill. Most artefacts were broken and were very

small pieces. Their size and sporadic locations suggest they have been mndividndiynly

dropped, rather than deposited in specific episodes. Insect action and leaching have moved
them within the soil layer.

The full list of artefacts recovered is contained in appendix 2.

As noted, most artefacts were in very small piecesustédly precluded being able to identify

their form or function. Occasionally enough of an object was present to identify its function, or
writing or a makersd mark helped identify it
function or nature,rdor their ability to provide a contextual date.

Notable artefacts:

1 Clear gladsottled impressedwith THE S| NGER MA MBigerS&ving
machine oil bottle, c.189@sund in area 9 garden fill

1 Agqua glassnpressed with G e o .rPopleably &eorg Dixon soda bottleDixon
operated an aerated water company in Cuba St, Wellington between 1876 and 1883 (on
hisdeathin 1883 his wife Emma continued to business untif)18%und in area 9
garden fill

1 Brodies aqua soda water bottle. Brodie prodatbderated water and ginger beer
from his factory in Thorndon Quay from 1888 to 1966und in area 11.

1 Phoenix aerated water botiembably with a Codd top. The Phoenix Aerated Water
Companyoperated in Sydney St between 1895, andai886t becamehe Phoenix
Aerated Water Company Ltd, operating till’Lg®@ind in area 9 remainder

1 Bennett and Ready ginger beer crBelnetk Ready purchased Emma
factory in Dixon St, and operafenim 1897 to 1920 Found in area 11 rubbish pit

1Fisher, 2004
2 Fisher2004

3 Fisher, 2004
* Fisher, 2004
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1 Calverts carbolic toothpasteljdr found in area 9 garden filCalvertwas an eminent
Manchester analytical chemideinvented the first commercially practicable method of
producing phenol (carbolic acid) and set up a compag@y Calvert and Gmn the
eastern outskirts of Manchester England to exploit his discovery imTb&85giness
became concentrated on phenol and the incorporation of carbolic acid in domestic
articles like household disinfectants, soap and so on. His carbolic tooiapase
world® most popular toothpasiad was eventually bought out by Unitever

1 Cup basevith transfer print makersmark 6 d ai sy ;

B &

L: Engl and:

produced byurgess & Leigh, Staffordshifeund in area 9 garden fill
1 White cup baseith transfer print makers mark 6 Phoeni x
& S [Ptoduced byfhomas Forrester & Son; usein 1910 Found in area 9

remainder

7 Chil dds cer ami c,fduredyn aned 9aemaindern
m a kredmeald dpeolodity Alfred Meakina
potter based in Tunstall, Staffordshire, operating froh 1875Thi s speci fi ¢

1 Base of plate with transfer i nt

dates from after 189Found in area 9 remainder

ware Made

twp pieces

1 Electroplated milk jug, impressed with N Z R. New Ze&aihdableware

1 The squarep®ut and top of a stoneware glazed ink bottle

1 Numerous broken pieces of roof slate, found in trench 4, including one piece with a well

formed nail hold.argest piece 220mm x 105mm.

Figure9: Chplated 6 s

-

p 4 e ——

Figure 10 Green transfer print washbowl pieces

Swww.gracesguide.co.uk/F._C._Calvert_and_Co
6 www.thepotteries.org/allpotters/722.htm
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Figure 11 Hand painted ceramic fragment

Figure 13 Bennett and Ready ginge beer crock
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Figurel4 Maker 6s mar ks
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Figure 18 Roof slate with nail hole
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Discussion ofartefacts

Table 1 containssummary of the function, material and types of artefacts found in the
investigation work:

Function Material Item
Metal nails, bolts
Glass window glass
Architectural Stoneware | water/drainage pipe, chimney pot
Clay brick, pipe
Slate roof slates
Faunal | Bones | sheep, cow, chicken
Earthenware| plates, vessels, cups, light fitting
Glass liquid bottles, f_ood bottles containersink bottle, glass fuse,
Houseware vases/decorative bowls
Stoneware | ginger beer bottles, ink bottles, ginger jar
Metal storage tins, NZR milk jug
Ceramic tooth paste jar, wash bowl, cold cream jar, toy plate
Plastic toys
Personal -
Fabric garment
Glass toy marble, pharmaceutical bottles
Mechanical | Metal | car parts

Table I Functions summary

The range of items found can be seen in table 1, and represents objects associated with a
domestic house occupied for several deflaetegeen the 1890s and 1960&h changing
technologyltems include usual kitchen ware, plus also pharroatkatiles for iliness,
children6sdéd toys, bones from meal s,
as cut glass bowls or vases.

several

Many artefacts are reasonably typical of material found elsewhere in Wellington archaeological
sites in terms of nature of the objects, functions of the objects, and ceramic patterns. The most
common pattertype found is Asiatic Pheasant, a very generic pattern produced by many

ceramic makers in thé"k®ntury.Cer ami ¢ patternsryhay ddpatstt ammn
as Willow and Asiatic Pheasant, plus more elaborate transfer print and painted patterns.

Bottles from several Wellington aerated water companies and ginger beer companies are present:
Brodies, Phoenix, Bennett and Ready, and Gege D

Some pe 1900 ceramics and gieese found during the investigation work, including black
beer bottle bases and champagne bottles with pontil bages:elthe nmajorityof ceramics
appear to date from th@2century, based on their patterns.

An unexpected item found was the quantity of roof slate. Slate does not occur in New Zealand
so slate for roofing was imported, making it an expensive roof tréafrhenis an

7 lan Bowman, pers.comm.
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unexpectedly expensive item to be found in association with the HalfveayMHmishas
hi storically be considered a omodestd house
of use of the slate is not known.

The NZR silver plated milk jug is a delightful item, representing the frequency that tableware
was 0 s o uameNZ Rail gains and ferries.

Discussion

The artefact®und during thenvestigationvork are both typical of the range expected from a
domestic house in the™&nd 28 centuries, and are largely typical of the assemblages found in
other Wellington archaeological sites.

Numerous whole and fragmented artefacts were fotwedartefacts were largely scattered

sporadically over the ground surface; onlynsitdirubbishdeposits were found, which is fewer

than was expected for the length of occupaRaor to municipal rubbish collection, inorganic

rubbig was typical disposed in pitthin the propertyground. This isdenonstratedoy an

archaeological excavationh#f Reitmann property in Thames, occupied from1ISB¥. The
archaeol ogistsi foundf wBBchuddiwhre small an
ones were the size of eme spade holes and shallow, whereas the larger ones were up to 3m

long a\g 1m deepRubbish in the latter was lageaed some material showedsgin

burningo .

What is interesting about this assemblage is what it does not ddrgegns no archaeological

evidence of settlement earlier than 1870 when the present Halfway House was constructed (as
was expected form historical records). The assemblage is representative of a domestic dwelling
rather tharthe accommodation establishmepbrted to be on or im¢ vicinity of the sitas

seen i n Mart ha(FigtielM)g dasn dl 8Cla9p tsakient EMwel& el | 6 s 18

Figure 17 House [where] we halted halfway to Porirua August 28, 1849. Sketch by Martha King
Alexander Turnbull Library reference number: ALOG001

8 Phillips and Jamége, 2014:175
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Figure 18 North Road [ms map]. [Johnsonville to near Paekakariki] (signed) A.H. Russell, Captn 58th
Reg[imen]t, Sup[erintenden]t of Mil[itar]ly Roads [1849].
Alexander Turnbull Library number: MapColt832.47gmbd/[1849]/Acc.460

The archeological evidence of an accommodation house would be more likely have numbers of
discrete rubbish deposits (to manage the possible volume of rubbish being generated),and also
larger quantities of bottle glass and homogeneous ceramics

Artefacts of noténclude some bottles and cerardnam the 19 century, roof slatespme
elaborate transfer print and hand painted ceramic patetimttles fromVellingtoraerated
water and ginger beer producers.

No structural features or indications of an e&digse on the site were found.

The following significant information was reveabed the excavations

Detail of the formation process of the platform on which the house sits

Location of a probable kitchen garden on the lawn to the east of the house

A probable discrete rubbish pit on the lawn to the s@aghof the house

No evidence of occupation on site earlier than 1870

No art factuaévidence to suggest that the present 1870s building was a primary
accommodation House at the Halfway

= =4 =4 -4 -a

There is no imediment tdandscapplanting in the grassed area west of the house, south of the
house or along the stream edge.

Planting could take place in the former kitchen garden area immediately east of the house, but
planting should be consistent with its pld® former use and interpretation information should
note this. The probabie situubbish deposit east of the house (feature 10) should be ,avoided

16



and a buffer to prevent future tree root invasion of no less that a 10m diameter be employed.
The Landsape plan has been updated accordingly
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Appendix 1: Investigation areas

Unless notedtherwisall trenches or scraped amease2m wide (the width of the machine
bucket).

Trench 1
Locatiowest side of large grassed areas west of house

Purposto test for general presence of landscape features of structuresaa tfithe house
grounds

Resultao cultural material. Fill overlying fine alluvial clay, interpreted as stream deposited
alluvium.

0
)
fill with round and angular small
G and medium stone inclusions
= O
20
fine alluvial clay
Trench1
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Trench 2
Locatiowest side of large grassed areas west of iymslepe from trench 1

Purposto test for general presence of landscape features of structures in this area of the house
grounds

Resultill overlying fine alluvial clay, interpreted as stream deposited alluvium. One piece of
roof slate and one pieaeplain white glazed ceramic found within fill layer

>
e £ fill with round and angular small
and medium stone inclusions

[
fine alluvial clay

Trench 2

e i

Trench 2

Figue Q
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Trench 3
Locatiorwest side of large grassed areas west of house, closer to house than trenches 1 and 2

Purposto test for general presencéaotiscape features of structures in this area of the house
grounds

Result&reybrownsoil overlying a yellow brown file soil with mall angular inclusieriging
rotten rock

Greyv brown soil

58
yellow brown fine soil, small

100 2angularinclusions, overlying
undisturbed rotten rock

Trench 3

Figure 21 Trenc 3
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Trench 4
Locatiorwestide of large grassed areas west of house, closer to house than trenches 1 and 2

Purposto test for general presence of landscape features of structures in this area of the house
grounds

Resultg\ thin topsoil, overlying a light brown grey fine friable@#iningseryfine angular

gravel, witlsporadiartefacts scatteréarough This overlying a thin very dark organic layer,
interpreted as an original topsoil, overlying a fine brown gravelly soil, overlying a yellow grey clay
silt with rock inclusioné large piece of iramilwaytrack was recovered from the upper layer

of trerch 4. Thepurposeor provenance of this is not knowklso recovered from the upper

area of trench 4 was an intact green champagne bottle with a porRitbasered from the
layerbelowthe probableburied topsoil was a piece of thick black lh@#e thisstyle of bottle

was used from the 1880s (althdngftieswerereused into the 2@entury). However the

presence of this artefact supportdiypothesishat the upper layer of trench 4 was placed

more recently over the original ground surface.

Topsoil, overlying light brown grey friable very
fine angular gravel, with mixed artefacts

Dark brown thin very organic laver (possible topsoil
forming?) overlying brown fine gravel soil

Yellow gray clay silt, with rotten rock inclusions

Trench 4

Y

Figure 22 Trench 4
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Trench 5
Locationmmediate soutlwest corner of house

Purpost test the nature of the apparent artifpt&formon whichthe house sits

Result3hefall of slope and modification to form the house platform was clearly seen in section.
The top layer revealed in the trench was a fill layer containing many rotten rock fragments. This
materials comprised of. &aterial cut from the end of the spamedigelybehind and north

of thehouse, and.Materiatelocatedrom the natural platform on which the house was

located.

Fill layer - clay with many rotten rock
45 inclusions
65 Mid-dark brown soil, probably former topsoil
% Fine grained clay plastic soil

Rotten rock

Trench 5

Figure 23 Trench 5
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Trench 6
Locatiorsouth of housen southern boundary with stream

Purpost test the nature of the ground in this area, to see if it has been modified by stream
inundation

Resultg\ layer of fine alluvial soil overlying a layer aybdygleyed soil, indicating periodic
wetness. These laymgresenstream depositional epies

Fine brown friable alluvial soil
beneath topsoil

Blue gleyed soil, with
fragments of rotten rock

Rotten rock

Trench 6

! v4 pr iy

Figure 24 Trench 6
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Trench 7
Locationmmediately south of house

Purpost test the nature of the ground in this area, and specifically to check for evidence of
former steps of entrance features

Result3helayer of fill seen in trench 5 to form the platform was revealed. A layer of granular
yellow brown fill material with small inclusions of rotten rock, overlaying a fine grained clay soil,

overlying rotten rock

Granular yellow brown fill material with small

50 angular inclusions
30 Fine grained uniform clay, overlying rotten rock

Figure 25 Trench 7
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Trench 8
Locationmmediately beside noedhst corner of house

Purposto test for cultural features, such as rubbish pits or features in close proximity to the
house

Result@\ layer oflarkorganic soil containimgoderatengulainclusios of rotten rock, which

is slope wash material from #étgacenspur. This overlieslayer of friable dfyne grained
clay withmoderateandsmall angulanclusionsoverlying rotten rock.

Dark organic soil, with moderate angular
inclusions

Frable dry clay, moderate and small angular

inclusions
140

180 Dense plastic clay overlving rotten rock

40

Trench 8

X
~

)
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A
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ench 8

Figure 26 Tr
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Area 9
Locationmmediately east corner of house

Purpost test for cultural features, such as gardens, rubbish pits or features in close proximity to
the house

Resultg\n initial area of 2m x 2m was machine scrapditerwidenedut to 4m x . An
area of about dark friable organic s6i2.8m x at least Grand 35cm deeapas revealed just
belowthe topsoil; this wasterpretedas a kitchen gardeh.waslocated orthe left side of the
scraped area, and was in marked colour and texture cotiteasbibin the rest of the area
which was yellow clay. The area was hand cléasedp was excavatosshe width of
the feature 2.5m from tinerthernend, to ascertain the depftthe upper organic layer.
The north west corner contadan areaf rock and brick rubble in a pile.

5 =
1

organic garden soil

0 1 2m
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Figure 27. Area 9
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Feature 10
Locatiorsouth east of house in lawn

Purpost test a depression in the ground surface

Resultshe depression was found to losareteubbish pit. It wasxposedby machine

strippingthe overlying grasArtefactsverelocated in moderate density withiramorphous

roughly round area about 2m diameter and of darlkerthan the surrounding soithe

feature wasot excavateduring this work; as ascertaining its presence rather than contents were
withinthe objectives of the work *age of stuffhe GPS reference for this feature is E 1774702

N 5476954

Figure 28 Feature 10
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Areall
Locatiorsoutheast of house in lawn

Purpost test an area where concrete slabs were lifted

Resultsheareabeneattsome broken concrete slabs mashine striped and trenched. No
cultural features were found. The stratigraphy was found to be the samemshf@ torthe
north of this area and elsewhere on site: topsoil overlying yelloaliéspil, overlying a very
heavy plasticlay layer

A discreteubbish feature at the north end of trench 11, signified by a very small cluster of
artefacts pieces, wasamined The feature measured 1m x 1.2m, x 4cm deejas half
sectiordby hand, it was found to be a shallow fire scoop containing a draddoaint wood
base, and contained dark brown loose soifegkhglass, burnt metal, ceramic andtlglass.

It is interpreted as a dis@sinall area of rubbish Inurg/disposal.

"

Figure 29 Trench 11
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Figure 30 Rubbish deposit within trench 11

Trench 12
Locatiorsouth east corner of property by stream, in lawn

Purpost test an area of amorphous depressions gnahedsurface

Resultein area encompassing a large and small amorphous depresschinastriped and
trenched. No cultural features were found. There were no scattered artefacts in this trench.
Thestratigraphyvas a thin brown soil overlying a friable yellow clagwaslyinga heavy

plastic clajayer, overlyingptten rock.

Area 13
Locatiorsouth of house, close to hoummeatharge macrocarpa

Purposto test an area close to the house beneath a larg@drespossibly temporally
contiguous with #nhouse

Resutt®No cultural features were found. The stratigraphy was found to be similar to elsewhere
on site: a thin brown solil overlying a friable yellow clay soil. There were no scattered artefacts in
this area.

A pile of bricks was found in ttevn beneath the grass immediately south of area 13. They

were investigated to establish if they were the base of a structure or had some structural or
spatial integrity but there was no pattern to their alignment. They appear to have simply been
dumpedhere.
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